Parque Regional e ® EUROPARC

- [
H Turismo Sostenible en
SIerra Espu na . . Espacios Protegidos

Swa&apunaﬁadﬂeendepuuedaﬁtﬁegﬂem .
 that previously covered it and enly a ﬁewpatcﬁw
. of pine suwived, as if by a mivacte. attﬁatttme
the nainwaters ﬁeﬁ@daumtﬁeo@apw,ocamngaut

deepcfiamw&»andpwducmgqmc&anddwmang\ | ; : i
auenes down the fillsides : Ricardo Codorniu y Starico

& o was decidedito s tap the -l” and " Cartagena, 1846 - Murcia, 1923

L the next twenty years, bwe/:weftepemtedantﬁaoe ,.
ﬂaxeMtapo,mtﬁenakedoéap%andantﬁe
ummutmgwugﬁgwund fmepefwanwﬁanwnaged
 the work, oawedtﬁe@aueﬁaxtﬁetwwandtﬁe«deao
aﬁ btatgﬁuzwoandguoacemtﬁeeaﬂamo

For more infpﬁrmation:‘ : 4
Region de Muré‘i’a
www.murcianatural.carm. es
Centro de Visitantes y Gestion ”Rlcardo Codornlu
Tel. 968 43 14 30 / infosierraespuna@carm.es
! 066

Pl
‘Region de Murcia Noa B _
5 * X Espacios Naturales
Unién Europea , I_?egién de Murcia

o : 5
‘Fondo Europeo de Desarrollo Regional Una Manéra de hacer Europa




One cannot imagine the landscape of Sierra Espuia without naming
Ricardo Cordoniu y Starico, also known as ‘The Tree Apostle; since we
owe to him the current appearance of this emblematic mountain range.

From being a child, he was an enthusiast of the Natural Sciences, lover of the trees
and birds. This passion led to him studying in the School of Mountain Studies,
Villaviciosa de Odén (Madrid). He was a great defender of the forest cause which
resulted in his entry into the National Body of Mountain Engineers. He soon achieved
high responsibility in forest and hydrographical associated national bodies.
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At the end of the 19th century, Ricardo Cordoniu visited Sierra Espuna and from this

_visit came up the following thought:

}Bp gou want to know more about“The Tree Apostle

For almost twenty years he was at the forefront of the hard work involved in reforesting
about 5,000 hectares, supervising the tasks of constructing tracks, paths bridges, dykes and
plant nurseries, with the aim of assuring the success of the sowing and planting that were
subsequently carried out.

The reforesting work and the pioneering management that were carried out in this park can
be appreciated these days if we visit any of its areas. If this illustrious mountain engineer
were able to accompany us on a walk around the Park today, he would be proud to see that
the most important work of his life has restored the splendour to these mountains which he
saw desolate one day.

These days we can visit the Visitor Centre, that bears his name. A path with his name stars in
this point. This path leads us to the stone statue of Ricardo Codorniu and invite us to raise

our eyes and enjoy the view of a mountain covered with trees.
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